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На межгосударственном уровне хадрамаутско-катабанские отношения еще 
на заре их истории были омрачены вооруженным конфликтом, о котором лако

нично сообщается в надписи Arbach-Bafaqih al-'Uqla 1, составленной царем (ма
ликом) Хадрамаута Йада " илом Баййином, кото~ый «раздавил Катабан» (стк. 2: 
тJy;l/QTBN). Вопреки утверждению ее издателей 1 палеография не дает основа
ний датировать ее именно VI, а, скажем, не началом VП в. до Н.э. И С ходу отвер
гать заманчивую возможность отождествления этого Йада"ила с одноименным 
хадрамаутским правителем, упоминаемым в RES 3945/12. Если допустить, что в 
обеих надписях речь идет об одном и том же царе, то яблоком раздора, столк

нувшим два государства, скорее всего, стали аусанские земли, возвращенным им 

Кариб'илом Ватаром. Получается, что этим «великодушным» жестом Саба не 

усилила, а ослабила своих союзников, в которых после разгрома Аусана более 

не нуждалась, и на время исключила вероятность превращения их в серьезных 

соперников. 

Начальные века истории Хадрамаута подтверждают справедливость давно 
сложившегося среди специалистов по древнему Йемену убеждения о решающей 
роли сабейцев в формировании южноаравийской цивилизации. Вместе с тем но

вый эпиграфический материал, ставший доступным благодаря изысканиям 

СОЙКЭ, позволяет уточнить этот бесспорный вывод и выделить по крайней 
мере два разновременных пласта сабейского влияния: ранний, восходящий к ру
бежу П-I тысячелетий до Н.э. и отраженный преимущественно в ономастичес

ких моделях (на h- и -hтw), и более поздний, связанный с экспансией Сабы в на
чале vп в. до Н.э. при Кариб'иле Ватаре и по-разному проявлявшийся в столице 
Хадрамаута и на его периферии. В Райбуне и других поселениях Внутреннего 
Хадрамаута сабейцы оказали глубокое и многостороннее воздействие на куль

туру местных жителей, тогда как в Шабве их доминирование длил ось недолго и, 
очевидно, ограничивалось сферой политики. 
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NEGLECTED SLA VES 

1 t is weH known that the Black Sea region was а major source of the slaves who lived, 
worked and died in the Greek world. In particular, the recent work ofN.A. Gavrilyuk 
has drawn valuable attention to the importance of the export of slaves from the north 

coast of the Black Sea. For it was slaves and а limited range of other goods (including es
pecially another kind of skin, animal hides) that enabled the Scythians and other peoples 
of the region to obtain the goods of the Mediterranean world, including wine and cloth. 
A.N. Shcheglov's crucial demonstration that Scythians did not (at least Ьу and large) оЬ
tain these goods Ьу seHing wheat serves to underline the importance of slave-exp0rt. For 
slaves - not wheat - were the high-value «commodities» sold out of the region . Aпd of 
course export from the region was оnlу опе possibility, however important: slaves were 
taken and exchanged аН around the region, as the recent publication of а lead letter indi
cates, showing the slave Phaylles bought in от пеат 01Ыа and evidently taken to Phanag
oria around the end of the sixth century вс2. 
МuсЬ remains unclear stiIl. We тау speculate, for example, that slaves in the Вlack 

Sea region were сЬеарет оп the whole than they were in the markets of the Mediterra
пеап. For there was а good supply close at hand. Moreover, we must suppose that traders 
from Athens, for example, had every сЬanсе to make а profit from their long and danger
ous voyage to the Бlack Sea. Not that we сiш assume that traders gave а fair price for the 
slaves they obtained from the nomads, for example. ТЬе history of slavery is fuH of ех
ampIes of elites selling the weak (often their own subjects) in Tetиrn for сЬеар items: we 
тау тесаН, for example, the later complaint at Olbia (according to Dio Chrys. 36. 25) that 
Greek traders соте there with «сЬеар rags and foul wine». 

ТЬе purpose of the present article is to contribute to the on-going discussion оп еп
slavement and slave-export from the region Ьу drawing attention to three kinds of evi
dence which seem not to have Ьееп given sufficient weight in the very full scholarly tra
dition оп the subject. First, Нippocrates' comments, especially оп Scythian slave-girls' 
reproduction. Secondly, the Scythian slave depicted as the skinner of Marsyas, from 

) Гаврилюк н.А. История экономики степной Скифии VI-IП вв. до н.э. Киев, 1999; 
GаvгШuk N.A. ТЬе Graeco-Scythian Slave-Trade in the Sixth and Fifth Centuries ВС / / ТЬе Caul
dron of Ariantas: Studies Presented to A.N. Shcheglov оп His 70th Birthday. Aarhus, 2003. Р. 75-
85. She must Ье right that Sheglov's argument against Scythian wheat-export (см. Щеzлов А.н. 
Северопонтийская торговля хлебом во второй половине vп-v в. до Н.э. // Причерномо
ряье в vп-v вв. до Н.э. Тбилиси, 1987. С. 99-122) requires that we consider these other ех
ports, which are well enough attested in our sources. Оп the classical Greek slave-trade, see fur
ther Вгаund D. ТЬе Slave-Supply in Classical Greece // ТЬе Cambridge History of Slavery. 1. ТЬе 
Ancient World. Cambr. (forthcoming). 

2 SEG. 1998.48. по. 1024, а lead letter from Phanagoria, with Bгaund D. Slaves, Ruddle and 
Salt // Северное Причерноморье в античное время. К 70-летию с.д. Крыжицкого. Киев, 
2002. С. 82-85; cf. SEG. 1998.48. М 1012, possibly entailing slave-trading at Olbia. 
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Zeuxis ofHeraclea onwards. Thirdly, the shipwrecks and impendingslavery in two frag
mentary novels about the Вlack Sea, Ninus and Kalligone3. 

HIPPOCRA ТIC SCYTНIANS: SCYTНIAN SLA VE-GIRLS АТ ATHENS 

ТЬе Airs, Waters, Places (probably completed с. 400 ВС) provides а detailed, if idio
syncratic, account of Scythians' physical tendencies. Accordingly, it has attracted consid
erable attention, a1beit more usua11y in its тапу parts rather than as а whole work. So too 
Нippocratic writing оп Scythians in general4. 

In particular, one might Ье tempted to interpret the Нippocratic description of the pro
cessing of mare's milk (Diseases IV. 51) as closely linked to Herodotus' account of the 
process at the opening of the fourth book of his Histories (IV. 2). However, the tempta
tion is to Ье resisted. In fact, the two accounts are strikingly different: they have in сот
mon only that they both entai1 Scythians and milk-processing. ТЬе outcome of the pro
cess is not at аll the same. ТЬе point matters for two reasons. First, because the passages 
can therefore give по good reason to suppose that the Hippocratic account derived from 
the description in Herodotus, or even that both were heavily indebted to а specific source 
(e.g. Hecataeus). Second, and тисЬ more important, because {Ье Hippocratic account is 
designed specifica1ly {о explain something else. ТЬе author seems to suppose that his аи
dience will Ьауе some familiarity with Scythian milk-processing, albeit not after the man
ner of Herodotus. Evidently, there was а more general grasp in Greek society of Scythian 
milk-processing, well beyond Herodotus. Nor should that really Ье а surprise. For we 
have texts enough from Homer and Hesiod to Aeschylus to show that mare-milking was 
taken to Ье а curious characteristic of the cultures to the north of the Black Sea. Indeed, 
the polemical nature of Herodotus' account (sometimes very obvious)5 only really makes 
sense against the background of significant literature and imaginings about the region. 
Meanwhile, however, we should also Ье aware that there тау Ьауе been а particular 
medical interest in Scythian use of mare' s milk, for the curative properties of milk seems 
to have been а notable matter of contention between the Hippocratic school of medicine 
and the Cnidian tradition. That тау mean that the author of Diseases 4 could have partic
ular confidence in his audience's familiarity with the Scythian process6. 

How тисЬ of this information сате from slaves? Or indeed those who went in search 
of slaves? We cannot Ье sure about the answer, but there is а fair priтajacie case that at 
least some masters spoke with at least some of their slaves and discussed, among other 
matters, the places and cultures from which they had соте. We тау recall the story of 
SaImoxis, which Herodotus claims to have heard from the Greeks of the Вlack Sea and 
Hellespont (IV. 94-96). This was the tale of а slave who had evidently prospered as the 
property of Pythagoras, returning Ьоте {о Thrace with wea1th and education, as it seems. 
Of course, we тау doubt {Ье literal historical truth of this particular case, but it seems 
nevertheless (even if we choose {о Ье completely sceptical) to indicate that Greeks found 

3 As rightly observed Ьу R. Thomas (see Thomas R. Herodotus in Context. Cambr., 2000. 
Р.57-61). However, the fact that both Herodotus and Hippocratic writers сопсет themselves 
with Scythia teIIs us nothing about апу medical interest of Herodotus. 

4 Оп Scythians in Greek texts, see СКРЖU1lCкая св. Скифия глазами эллинов. СПб., 
1998. 

5 E.g. Hdt. IV. 36 (maps), 77 (Anacharsis), 108-109 (Geloni); cf. 103 for different versions of 
the Taurians; Euripides' Iphigenia among the Taurians offers yet another version of their practices 
(not those in Herodotus, as sometimes claimed), aIbeit set in the distant and mythicaI past ... 

6 Оп miIk and dairy-products as а contentious medicaI issue, see Jouanna J. Hippocrates. Ваl
timore, 1999. Р. 68. 
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